
Citrus Nurseries in Egypt



Type of nurseries in Egypt
• It is estimated that the average demand of citrus 

nursery trees, both for replanting old areas, or new 
plantings to be around 2 to 2.5 million trees per year.

• Most of the produced citrus trees are in the open field.
• Production sectors are:

Governmental (Ministry of Agriculture) agriculture 
stations 18% of total production.
Private 82% of total production. (An estimated 66% 
are grown in the open field, and 34% are grown under 
screen protection)



Nursery Rootstocks & Cultivar
• The two major rootstocks are used in Egypt 

Volkermeriana and Sour Orange

• Of the total trees sold the last three years 
Volkermeriana represented approximately 75% & Sour 
Orange 25%. 

• Budded  (Average 2003-06)     (2007 Marei Nursery)

42% Valencia            (14% 2007) 

43% Navel                 (50% 2007) 
7.5% Mandarin        (24% 2007) 

4%Round Oranges   (  6% 2007)
2.1 % Grapefruit, 1.1% Lemon &Limes, 0.3% Others

N.B. in green are Marei Nursery figures
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Ministry of Agriculture through the body of the 
higher committee for citrus council is focusing & 
developing a long range strategic plan towards the 
improvement of citrus industry.

• Increasing the production of the existing area: 
simply an increase of 3 tons per feddan, 7.1 tons 
per hectare, will yield approximately an extra one 
million tons of citrus fruit.

• Implementation of Egyptian Certification law 
program will improve plant material which will 
undoubtedly improve quality and quantity of citrus 
fruit.

• A lot of other areas are also being considered
e.g. Extension service, introduction of new 
varieties, research program's ..etc.



Nurseries 
in Egypt



Certifiable seed sources are now 
being selected

Sour Orange 
fruit



Planting Requirements
Clean Media:
Sand: Clean salt free sand (medium to small 
grain). 
Peat moss or compost,
homogenously mixed.



Potting Containers 

Tubes or containers: different shapes & 
sizes
PVC bags: 6 Liter bags are used



Seedling tray



Increasing 
block, budwood
source



Seedlings in a protected green 
house



Budded trees



Budded trees



What 
happened 
when Certified 
trees were 
planted?



Planted May 2004 
picture June 2006

Homogenous growth and 
healthy plants



Planted May 2005 
picture June 2006





Planted May 2000 
Picture December 2002







Planted May 2000 picture December 2005



CLEMENTINE



Thank you Hassan Marei
e-mail citi@tedata.net.eg


